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CANADIAN ART THERAPY ASSOCIATION 

2014 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
Hume Room, Hume Hotel, Nelson BC 

 
Date: September 20th, 2014 Time: 5:00-6:30 

Meeting Chair: Mehdi Naimi Parliamentarian: Waqas Yousafzai 

Recording Secretary: Haley Toll Timekeeper: Cori Devlin 

 

VOTING MEMBERS (31) 

1. Ankenman, Nicole 11.  Jansen, Tatjana 22.  Raimondi, Gilda 

2. Behnke, Deborah 12.  Levesque, Nicole 23.  Ranger, Diane 

3. Bookbinder, Sharona 13.  Lummis, Christine 24.  Rapske, Patricia 

4. Boyko, Lori 14.  Morgan, Katharyn 25.  Sanrud, Heather 

5. Brunet, Sophie 15.  Naimi, Mehdi 26.  Toll, Haley 

6. Darewych, Olena (Proxy) 16.  Newman, Jenne (Ballot) 27.  Vellet, Gillian 

7. Devlin, Cori 17.  Nolan Hilfiker, Geri 28.  Weinberg, Tzafi 

8. Fehlner, Jacquie 18.  Oucharek-Deo, Michelle 29.  Winkel, Michelle 

9. Guest, Elizabeth 19.  Peet, Tatiana 30.  Ward, Aleitha 

10. Hildebrandt, Darlynne (Proxy) 20.  Ponsford-Hill, Laurie 31.  Zwaagstra, Nick 

 21.  Proulx, Lucille  

NON-VOTING MEMBERS (7) 

1. Desautels, Nicole 3. Miller, Gloria 6. Pryma, Pattie 

2. Gagnon, Genevieve 4. Miller, Maryann 7. Wirth, Victoria 

 5. Otto, Wesdyne  

GUESTS (3) 

1.  Broadhurst, Deborah 2. Scott, Jill 3. Yousafzai, Waqas 

TOTAL (38) - Established Quorum at 18 members and 2 Members of the Executive Board 

 

 

1. Welcome by CATA President, Mehdi Naimi. 
 

 
2. The meeting was called to order at 5:18 pm by Waqas Yousafzai, Acting Meeting Chair / 

Parliamentarian. 

 
 

3. The 2014 AGM Agenda was presented.  
 

a. Motion: Michelle Oucharek-Deo proposes an addition to the agenda under New Business to 
discuss BCATA/CATA/OATA alliance. 

Moved: Michelle Oucharek-Deo Seconded: Heather Sanrud 

Vote: Unanimous 
 

b. Point of Order: Nick Zwaagstra questioned why Waqas Yousafzai is chairing the meeting as 
opposed to the CATA President, Mehdi Naimi.  Mehdi read the bylaws that indicated that the 

President presides at all AGMs, but there is no indication that the president has to chair the AGM.  

The President is able to appoint others to chair the AGM. 
 

c. Motion to allow Waqas Yousafzai to chair the AGM. 
Discussion led by: Mehdi Naimi 

Moved: Nick Zwaagstra Seconded: Lori Boyko 
Vote:  Unanimous (17-Yes) (0-No) (11-Abstained) 
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d. Mehdi Naimi shared that Honorary Members may not be able to vote.  Jaqueline Fehlner 

expressed that Honorary Members not being able to vote is unfair.  After verification of the by-
laws, Mehdi Naimi clarified that Honorary Members can indeed vote. 

 
e. Motion to accept the agenda with new business of alliance update by Michelle Oucharek-Deo 

added.  

Moved: Lori Boyko Seconded: Jacquie Fehlner 
Vote: Unanimous 

 
 

4. The 2013 AGM minutes were accepted as written with the following amendments: 
a. spelling of name changed from Lori to Laurie Ponsford-Hill in Professional Member section. 

b. Tzafi Weinberg changed as non-registered to registered member. 

NOTE:  Tzafi became a Registered member on Feb 14/14, so as of the date of the 2013 
AGM, she was a Professional level member. 

Moved: Laurie Ponsford-Hill Seconded: Sophie Brunet 
Vote: Unanimous 

 

 
5. Presentation of the Annual Report in written form and sent out electronically was accepted as 

written. 
Moved: Aleitha Ward Seconded: Sharona Bookbinder 

Vote: Unanimous (26 Yes) (0 No) (5 Abstained) 
 

 

6. Gilda Raimondi, CATA Treasurer, presented the unaudited financial statements dated Oct 1/12 to Sep 
30/13 and a second one dated Oct 1/13 to Jun 30/14 reflecting the new fiscal year-end. 

 
a. Question: Michelle Oucharek-Deo asked how many CATA members there currently are. 

Answer: Mehdi Naimi stated the Annual Report shows 485 members as at Jun 30/14.  The most 

current number is approximately 520 members. 
 

b. Question: Michelle Oucharek-Deo inquired as to why the revenue seemed low given the 
membership numbers, as they were multiplying the number of professional members by $105 

and found that CATA should have had more money than they showed in the report. 

Answer: Gilda Raimondi and Mehdi Naimi clarified that there are various levels of membership 
(Student, Associate Professional & Registered) whose annual fees range from $25 to $105. 

Therefore, the total income comprises the sum of the various levels of membership.   
 

c. The two unaudited financial statements were accepted as written. 
Moved: Sharona Bookbinder Seconded: Tatjana Jansen 

Vote: (19-Yes) (0-No) (11-Abstained) 

 
 

7. The following Executive Council Members completed their term and were acknowledged for their 

contribution:   

Debbie Anderson Membership Chair 

Cori Devlin Ethics Chair 

Darlynne Hildebrandt Registration Committee Chair 
Lucille Proulx Vice President (4 years), Councillor (3 years) 

Gilda Raimondi Treasurer, Finance Committee Chair 
Michelle Winkle Education Committee Chair 
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8. Presentation of the new bylaws and new constitution (Canada NFP Corporations Act Form 4031). 

 
a. Amendment: Correction to the name change from Art Thérapie to Art-Thérapie in the bylaws and 

the new constitution offered by Deborah Behnke and Lucille Proulx. 
 

b. Question: Whether to include CATA acronym in the registered name by Nick Zwaagstra.  

Answer: Mehdi Naimi explained that the acronym will appear in official documents, but to include 
it in the official name would repeat the name. 

 
c. Amendment: Change “and” to “or” on the last line in Article 7 by Nick Zwaagstra. 

 
d. Question: Could we please clarify what “majority” means in Article 24 by Nick Zwaagstra. 

Answer:  Waqas Yousafzai suggested that “majority” could be defined in Article 1.  Meaning (50 

% + 1). 
 

e. Question: Ensure that the voting privileges acknowledge Honorary Members as being able to vote 
by Nick Zwaagstra. 

Answer:  Mehdi Naimi clarified that Honorary Members can vote. 

 
f. Question: Michelle Oucharek-Deo asked what happens to the nuances of CATA as an association 

if the bylaws are too generalized and proposed transporting the old Bylaws into the new charter 
document.  

 
g. Motions submitted by proxy by Darlynne Hildebrandt were moved to the following AGM due to 

time constraints.  These include the non-specificity of the bylaws and the following articles: 21, 

27, 32, 33, 34, 36, 41, 42.  
 

h. Motion: CATA will devote a designated amount of time during the AGMs to continually develop 
the bylaws. 

Motion: Tatiana Peet Seconded: Nick Zwaagstra 

Vote: Unanimous 
 

i. Bylaws and charter documents were accepted as written for official submission to Industry 
Canada 

Moved: Sharona Bookbinder Seconded: Deborah Behnke 

Vote: (24-Yes) (2-No) (5-Abstained) 
 

 
9. Commencement of election of Board of Directors 

a. Mehdi Naimi opened the nominations 
Motion: Lori Boyko Seconded: Sharona Bookbinder  

Vote: Unanimous 

 
These are the nine candidates for election: 

1. President Mehdi Naimi, MA, RCC, RCAT 
2. Vice-President Michelle Winkel, MA, MFT, ATR 

3. Secretary Dr. John Faul, MD, MA 

4. Treasurer Kayla Cardinal, BFA, DTATI 
5. Communications Director Haley Toll: BFA, MA (term not complete) 

6. Education Director Dr. Sherry Beaumont, PhD, DVATI 
7. Governance Director Waqas Yousafzai, MA 

8. Membership Director Josette Steel 
9. Partnership Development Director Sherry-Lynn Lidemark, MA, RCC, AT 
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b. Moved: Nick Zwaagstra , Olena Darewych and Darlynne Hildebrandt moved that  Waqas 
Yousafzai not be elected as Governance Director because only CATA Registered and 

Professional Members are able to be part of the board.  Mehdi Naimi and Waqas Yousafzai 
discussed that the majority of non-profit associations have board members of various 

professions to share their diverse expertise, and Waqas Yousafzai has an academic and 

professional background in policy and governance.  
 

c. Olena Darewych (by proxy) Moved:  That Josette Steel not be elected at the AGM as 
Membership Director because nominee’s names and information should be sent out 30 days 

before the AGM and hers was not.  
Discussion:  Mehdi Naimi acknowledged that Josette Steel was added to the nominee list 

after the original time the document was sent prior to the AGM. Furthermore, CATA has 

traditionally asked for nominations from the floor at the AGM only a few minutes before 
voting, but are no longer doing that as they are now checking the nominee's qualifications 

before, ensure their commitment to volunteer their time, to avoid the rush at the AGM, etc. 
Consequently it is somewhat of an exaggeration to ask for 30 days notice that requirement 

was ignored in all of the previous AGMs. 

 
d. Moved: All Board Members were voted in, except Waqas Yousafzai. His position as Advising 

Officer will be voted on in the next Board meeting.  
Moved: Jacquie Fehlner Seconded: Sharona Bookbinder 

Vote: Unanimous (21-Yes) (1-No) (9-Abstained) 
 

 

10. The announcement was made that KATI student, Sylvia Calatayud, was awarded the Student 
Research Grant of $1,000 for her research on the Reconstruction of Cultural Identities Through 

Photographs.  
 

 

11. Michelle Oucharek-Deo announced that she will submit an update to the CATA Board to send to the 
membership concerning the alliance between BCATA, CATA and OATA. 

 
 

12. Nick Zwaagstra announced that the 2015 CATA conference will be held in Halifax, NS in the middle of 

October.  It will be the first CATA conference ever held in the Atlantic region of Canada. 
 

 
13. The work of Mehdi Naimi as CATA President is acknowledged and valued regarding the important 

progress and changes he has made for CATA. 
 

 

14. The meeting was adjourned by Mehdi Naimi at 6:35 pm.  
Moved: Sharona Bookbinder Seconded: Lori Boyko 

Vote: Unanimous 


